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Unbuckled Motorists Beware: You’ll Pay
By (Local Official)
Are you traveling this Thanksgiving? Millions of Americans are. In fact, nationwide the Thanksgiving holiday weekend (6 p.m. Wednesday evening to 5:59 a.m. Monday morning) is one of the busiest travel times of the year. People hit the roads to travel near and far, planning to spend the holidays with family and friends. But there’s one simple thing that too many travelers are failing to do: buckle up. Wearing your seat belt is the single most effective thing to save your life in the event of a crash, yet almost half (49%) of all passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes are unrestrained.
That’s why [State/Local Law Enforcement Organization] is participating in the Click It or Ticket campaign this Thanksgiving. Across the United States, state and local law enforcement will be cracking down on anyone who violates the seat belt law. In [State], the law requires seat belt use for [insert state law specifics]. Violators face [insert penalties]. So [local area], consider yourselves warned.

According to [Local Law Enforcement Official] of [Law Enforcement Organization], Thanksgiving travelers will not be getting any warnings, and law enforcement will be out day and night, patrolling for unbuckled motorists. The idea behind the Click It or Ticket campaign, which is a partnership with the United States Department of Transportation's National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), is to make all motorists aware of the benefits of wearing a seat belt, and the grave risks of not wearing one. Stepped-up enforcement is effective at getting people’s attention in this serious matter. For some people, a ticket speaks louder than crash statistics. For others, they don’t realize just how dangerous a crash is for an unrestrained driver or passenger. 
During the 2013 Thanksgiving holiday period, 301 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes nationwide. Sadly, 58 percent of those killed were not wearing seat belts. At night, the number was even higher—64 percent of the occupants killed at night were unrestrained. These deaths may have been prevented with proper seat belt use. 

According to NHTSA, seat belts saved 12,584 lives nationwide in 2013. In fact, research shows that with proper seat belt use, the risk of fatal injury to front seat passengers is reduced by 45 percent, and the risk of moderate to serious injury is reduced by 50 percent.  

Nationwide in 2013, there were 21,132 passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes. Of those killed, 9,580 were unrestrained. So even though the national seat belt use rate has gone up in recent years and is now at 87 percent, there’s still much room for improvement. That number should be 100 percent. In 2013, an additional 2,800 lives could have been saved if everyone had buckled up.
This Thanksgiving, give thanks for the life-saving capabilities of your seat belt—and wear it. You never know when you’ll get in a crash, and you certainly don’t want to see [Local Law Enforcement Organization]’s flashing lights in your rear-view mirror. If they see you unbuckled, you will get a ticket. No tolerance, no warnings, no excuses. Remember: Click It or Ticket.  
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