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Fourth of July 2016

SOCIAL NORMING FACT SHEET          
SAMPLE
Make Sure Your July Fourth Plans Include a Sober Driver

Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving
· Gas prices are down and driving is up. That means this Fourth of July, more people will be hitting the road to enjoy festivities with friends and family on what is already one of the most heavily traveled holidays of the year. More travelers, combined with more celebrating, significantly increase the risk of drunk driving.
· This year, Americans will celebrate the Fourth on a Monday, which means the holiday weekend starts at 6 p.m. Friday, July 1st and ends on Tuesday, July 5th at 5:59 a.m.
· Over the July Fourth holiday period in 2014 (6 p.m. July 3rd to 5:59 a.m. July 7th), 397 people were killed in motor vehicle crashes. 

· Of the 397 motor vehicle fatalities during the 2014 July Fourth period, 164 people were killed in crashes involving at least one driver or motorcycle operator with a blood alcohol concentration of .08 grams per deciliter or higher. That’s 41 percent of the total number of people killed in crashes over the same period.

· Among the 164 lives lost to drunk driving during the 2014 July Fourth period, 113 people died in crashes involving at least one driver or motorcycle operator with a BAC of .15 or higher—almost twice the set limit.

· [Local July Fourth statistic if available.]

· Those most likely to drive drunk are younger drivers 18 to 34 years old—an age group consistently overrepresented in fatal alcohol-impaired crashes. Over half (58%) of 18- to 34-year-old drivers killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes during the 2014 July Fourth period were alcohol-impaired (BAC of .08 or higher).
 
· The rate of alcohol impairment among drivers involved in fatal crashes over the July Fourth period in 2014 was more than three times higher at night than during the day.


· During the July Fourth holiday period from 2010 to 2014 there were 752 people killed in crashes involving drivers who had a BAC of .08 or higher.

· Over the July Fourth holiday periods from 2010 to 2014, NHTSA statistics show that more than 500 people died in crashes involving drivers who had BACs of .15  or higher (nearly twice the set limit).

· With so many safe alternatives to drinking and driving, there’s no excuse not to plan ahead how you will get home safely. Alcohol not only impairs your ability to drive but your ability to judge whether it’s safe to drive. Before you start drinking, designate a sober driver or download NHTSA’s mobile app SaferRide, which allows you to identify your location and call a taxi, friend or family member to pick you up. [Local Organization] is reminding all drivers that Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving.
· Imagine 20 jumbo jets crashing, with no survivors. A comparable number of deaths occurred on our nation’s roads in 2014 due to drunk driving: 9,967 people were killed in alcohol-impaired driving crashes, accounting for 31 percent of the total motor vehicle traffic deaths for that year. 
Other Statistics
· On average in 2014, one person was killed in a drunk-driving crash every 53 minutes.
· Nighttime (6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.) is especially dangerous because of drunk drivers. Over the 2014 July Fourth period, more than two-fifths (42%) of the drivers in nighttime fatal crashes were alcohol-impaired compared to 12 percent of drivers in fatal crashes during the day (6 a.m. to 5:59 p.m.).
This Fourth of July, Plan to Get Home Alive. Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving.
· It’s a no-brainer: If you’re driving impaired, you’re risking your life and jeopardizing the lives of others. But death and injury are not the only consequences. You could also get slapped with a DUI arrest costing up to $10,000. So plan ahead and stay safe—the costs are just too high. 

· While celebrating Independence Day, think about how it would feel to lose your own independence. Arrested drunk drivers often lose their driver licenses and face jail time, higher insurance rates, and dozens of other hefty expenses from attorney fees, fines and court costs to car towing, repairs, lost time at work, and other costs. 
Do Everyone a July Fourth Favor: 
· Plan a safe way home before the fun begins.

· Designate a sober driver or use public transportation to get home safely.

· Download NHTSA’s SaferRide mobile app at www.nhtsa.gov/link/saferride/.

· Use your community’s sober ride program [Insert your local sober ride program specifics here].

· If you see a drunk driver on the road, don’t hesitate to report it to [Local Law Enforcement].

· Commit to driving 100-percent sober, because Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving. If you know people who are about to drive or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them make other arrangements to get to where they are going safely. 

Remember, with all the alternatives to getting home safely, there’s no excuse for getting behind the wheel after drinking alcohol. Driving impaired is never worth the risk—not to you or anyone else. Help put an end to drunk driving.
For more information on impaired driving, visit www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov.
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