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SAMPLE MEDIA ADVISORY

Move Over. It’s the Law.

MEDIA ADVISORY FOR [Date of event]

For more information contact: [Organization/Agency] at XXX-XXX-XXXX

[Organization/Agency] Wants to Keep Law Enforcement Safe—Move Over. It’s the Law.

Law enforcement nationwide is coming together with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Governors Highway Safety Association to inform the driving public about important live-saving “Move Over” laws in effect in every State in America. 

The law, requiring motorists to move over and/or slow down when passing emergency vehicles stopped on the side of the road, hasn’t reached all drivers yet. Awareness is still dangerously low. In the first half of 2014, at least 26 law enforcement officers were killed in traffic-related incidents. That’s a 37-percent increase over the first half of 2013. From 2003-2012, almost half (44%) of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty were killed in traffic-related incidents. It’s sadly the number one cause of death for these individuals who protect others. In 2013, 46 law enforcement officers were struck and killed in the line of duty. “Move Over” laws were put into place to save lives, but a 2007 survey indicated that 71 percent of Americans had never even heard of the laws. The American public needs to know the law in order to follow it.

Our goal is simple: we want all drivers to know that when they see flashing lights on the side of the road, they are required to Move Over. It’s the Law.
WHO:

WHAT:

WHEN:

WHERE: 

The mission of NHTSA is to save lives, prevent injuries, and reduce crashes on our Nation’s highways. This mission extends to law enforcement and emergency personnel as well. We have a responsibility to protect those who protect us.
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